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January 6, 2009 

Mr. Daniel C. Smith
 
Associate Administrator for Enforcement
 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
 
West Building, Fourth Floor
 
Washington, D.C. 20590
 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Attached is Chrysler LLC's ("Chrysler") Defect Information'Report, complying with the 
requirements of 49 CFR Part 573, Defect and Noncompliance Reports, which contains details of 
a potential safety related defect in some 2005 model year Dodge Durango vehicles. The fuel 
filler inlet check valve may not fully close at the end of refueling. Chrysler will conduct a 
voluntary safety recall to inspect for inlet check valves that do not fully close during refueling, 
and replace the fuel tank if necessary. 

Sincerely, 

l~~~J·S~ 
Lawrence J. Sak 

Enclosure: Defect Information Report for Chrysler Recall H45 

cc:	 K.C. DeMeter, NHTSA
 
Division of Occupational Safety & Health
 
California Department of Industrial Relations
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Submission date: January 6, 2009
 

Identifying classification of vehicles potentially affected:
 

Model 
Inclusive Dates of Manufacture Model VolumeMake Year 

October 13, 2004 through 19,024
2005Dodge Durango I November 30, 2004 (estimated) 

I I I 

Estimated percentage containing defect: <20 % 

Description of defect: 
The fuel tank filler tube inlet check valve on some vehicles may not fully close at the end of 
refueling. This could allow some fuel to escape from the vehicle via the filler neck at the end of 
refueling. Fuel in the presence of an ignition source can result in a fire. 

The name, address and telephone number of the supplier who manufactured the subject 
components: 

Inergy Automotive, Inc.
 
2710 Bellingham
 
Troy, Michigan 48083
 
(248) 743-5893 

The following chronology of principal events led to the determination of a defect: 

•	 Chrysler Recall EO 1 (05V-034) involving some early 2005 model year Dodge Durango 
vehicles was approved in January of 2005. 

•	 The fuel tank inlet check valve was inspected for heat damage during component 
manufacture that could result in improper operation and fuel spit back during refueling, and 
the fuel tank was replaced if necessary. 

•	 Vehicles built prior to October 13, 2004 were included based on the investigation completed 
at that time. 

•	 In July of 2008, NHTSA opened recall query R008-005 based on 9 complaints received of 
fuel spit back during refueling for 2005 model year Dodge Durango vehicles built after 
October 12, 2004. 

•	 Subsequent investigation in conjunction with the fuel tank supplier determined that 
manufacturing process changes implemented by the clean point as defined for Chrysler 
Recall EO 1 were only partially affective in preventing improper operation of the inlet check 
valve and fuel spit back during refueling. 
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•	 Additional component manufacturing process modifications were implemented by 
November 23, 2004 and would have been incorporated in fuel tank assemblies utilized at the 
Newark Assembly Plant, where the 2005 model year Dodge Durango was built, as of 
November 30, 2004. 

•	 A review of all available field data showed that the vast majority of input alleging this 
condition was on vehicles built prior to this revised clean point of November 30, 2004. 

•	 Although a small level of input alleging this condition does exist for 2005 model year Dodge 
Durango vehicles built past the revised November 30, 2004 clean point, inspection of 
returned parts verified no heat damage during manufacture as per Chrysler Recall EO 1, 
although no root cause or defect trend has been identified with this small number of parts. 

•	 NHTSA agreed to close the recall query if Chrysler Recall EO 1 were expanded to include the 
additional vehicles built between October 13, 2004 and November 30, 2004. 

•	 There are no reports of injury, fatality or fire attributable to this condition. 

•	 This data was presented on December 18, 2008 to the Vehicle Regulations Committee who 
decided to conduct a safety recall and expand the population of Chrysler Recall EO 1 (05V-034). 

Statement of measures to be taken to correct defect: 
Chrysler will conduct a safety recall to inspect the fuel tank inlet check valve on the affected 
vehicles. Vehicles found to have a suspect inlet check valve will have the fuel tank assembly 
replaced. Chrysler expects to initiate national notification to both dealers and owners in 
February of 2009. 

Chrysler has a longstanding policy and practice of reimbursing owners who have incurred the 
cost of repairing a problem that subsequently becomes the subject of a field action. To ensure 
consistency, Chrysler, as part of the owner letter, will request that customers send original 
receipt and/or other adequate proof of payment to the company for confirmation of the 
expense. 




